Dino Factoids

Did you know? Most dinosaurs were about the size of dogs. We think of
them as being large only because few of the bones from small dinosaurs
have been found.

Have you herd? Dinosaurs like the Shunosaurus lii traveled in groups of
adults and young.

Where were they? Dinosaur fossils have been found on every continent.
Some dinosaurs were adapted to cold weather, and others lived in the
trees of dense forests.

A bit flighty: Microraptor gui is the only known vertebrate with four wings;
it used them to glide from tree to tree, either to escape predators or to
catch food.

A bit down: Chinese scientists found a relative of Sinraptor that was 40 ft
tall, covered with feathers, and had a beak! The new dinosaur is known as
Gigantoraptor.

Neck and neck: Sauropods such as Omeisaurus had extremely long
necks that were useful for foraging in dense forests. They may have also
been used by the males in courtship.

Where’s the worm? The earliest known toothless bird is the
Confusciusornis, which lived 125 million years ago. Their food included
nuts, insects, fish, and other small animals

Tummy ache! Many dinosaurs swallowed stones to help grind up the food

they ate. These gastroliths are sometimes called tummy tumblers or belly
boulders.
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The whole tooth: Many species of dinosaur would grow new teeth to
replace those that had worn out. Both herbivores, like Omeisaurus, and
carnivores, like Yangchuanosaurus, could do this.

Bird brains: Many dinosaurs shared several characteristics with birds.
They had air sacs to help with breathing. They had hollow bones to reduce
weight. They swallowed stones to help with digestion. And some even had
feathers!

Oops! Mamenchisaurus was supposed to be named after the place it was
found, M! mingx" (“Horse neighing brook”) Ferry Crossing by the Jinsha
River. Unfortunately, the paleontologist misheard the name and wrote it
down as M! ménx" (‘horse-gate brook").

Winner by a nose: Unlike other sauropods, the Omeisaurus had its nose
at the end of its face (like us) instead of on the top (like dolphins).

Ouch! The spines on the tail of stegosaurids such as Tuojiangosaurus are
sometimes referred to as the Thagomizer, after a Far Side cartoon by Gary

Larson. Many spikes show shock trauma, indicating that they may have
been used as weapons.
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